SEVEN OAKS SO
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 2

a1 Foundation

N E W S

$10,000 Scholarship Lives On

Filipino Music and Arts Association of Canada Inc. and Seven Oaks Education
Foundation Establish a permanent Music and Arts Leadership Award

The goal of a scholarship is to both
encourage and assist students in
pursuing a post-secondary education.
That’s why permanent scholarships
are so important; they continue to help
students year after year.

The ISKOLAR: Music and Arts Night held
on October 29, 2022 was initiated by the
Filipino Music and Arts Association of
Canada Inc. (FMAACI). The fundraiser
was held in support of the ongoing
fundraising efforts of Seven Oaks
Education Foundation (SOEF) to create
more permanent scholarships and
bursaries.

Held at the Seven Oaks Performing Arts
Centre (SOPAC), the event was a rousing
success, showcasing the wide variety

of talented people in the Seven Oaks
community.

Perhaps more importantly, the fundraiser
raised a total of $7,014.29 in donations,
with those proceeds going to SOEF.

Fast forward to a SOEF Board meeting
where it was resolved, “That the SOEF
top up the donations with $2,985.71 and
together with the $7,014.29 received,
transfer $10,000 to the Winnipeg
Foundation to establish the FMAACI-SOEF
Music & Arts Leadership Scholarship Fund
that will live in perpetuity.”

With that, the latest scholarship

was created, giving music and arts
students another opportunity to explore
their potential in a post-secondary
environment.

And it all started with our community
coming together.
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An inspiring array of Manitoba talent — many SOSD alumni - turned out breath-
taking performances in support of scholarships!

The musical concert was opened by FMAACI president, Ernesto Ofiaza Jr. reading a Treaty 1 Land
acknowledgment and recognition of sponsors and donors. A welcome remarks by SOEF’s president
Irv Simmonds followed. And the rest of the night was emceed by Love MJ.

The event was supported by different community organizations and leaders, students, and generous
individuals and business establishments. Their efforts made for an evening of entertainment that
truly had something for everyone.




Jovelle Balani captivates the crowd with her voice
at the ISKOLAR: Music and Arts Night.

Yaryna and Mariia with Ernesto Ofiaza Jr. FMAACI president in
their rendition of “Hallelujah”.




N
Keri Latimer performing a song she composed with Paramjit Singh, an active volunteer
of Seven Oaks Immigrant Services and Adult Learning Centre.




DJ Feliciano - aka Deej-is an alumnus of
Garden City Collegiate who'’s been playing guitar
since the age of 12. He grew up surrounded
with music throughout his childhood and post-
secondary education. And he stopped in to
share his talents with the ISKOLAR audience!

Daniel Tabo-oy, Crisanto Aquino and Jun Isla Daniel Tabo-oy, Crisanto Aquino and Jun Isla
perform as a trio. perform “Puff the Magic Dragon” with a little
added magic.

Local folk singer, Daniel Tabo-oy, partnered with percussionist, Crisanto Aquino and FMAACI
Treasurer, Jun Isla. The result? A talented trio for tunesmiths!




Filipinos Karaoke singers Reggie Caburnay, Thess Bubay and Elmer Aquino sing out.




Acoustic Live in Winnipeg - main group performers composed
of Jojo Yso, Patrick Mayuga, Rodel Olesco, Arnold Tongol, and
Larry Velasco.




Seven Oaks Education Foundation (SOEF)

is dedicated to providing the students of
Seven Oaks School Division with access to
post-secondary education. SOEF envisions

a supportive community where all students
believe they can continue their education and
training beyond high school.

The SOEF Board is composed of: Irv Simmonds,
president; Pat Stefanchuk, past president;
Avrum Senesky, vice president; Harriet
Zaldman, secretary; Albert Yanofsky, Cheryl
Senensky, Ernesto Ofiaza Jr,, Fran Taylor,
Howard Kowalchuk, Nicole Laavellee, Navjeet
Kambo, Tammy Fraser, Sherri Denysuik,

and Ryan Cook, as members of the board of
directors.

Filipino Music and Arts Association of Canada
Inc. (FMAACI) is a federally registered non-profit
organization founded August of 2014. It aims

to explore and develop unique and creative
approaches in the preservation, promotion

and blending of Filipino music and arts in our
Canadian multi-cultural environment.

Its objectives are to discover and develop
talents in music and art, establish and build
relationships among Filipino artists through
networking and mentoring, academic and
artistic programs, and special recognition,
and to share Filipino music and arts in the
community, ensuring their continuity for the
next generation.

FMAACI officers are comprised of: Ernesto
Ofiaza Jr, president; Levy Abad, vice-president;
Paige Dimayuga, secretary; Jun Isla, treasurer;
Ernie Pionela, auditor; and Kris Ontong, Jojo
Yso, Daniel Tabo-oy Jr., Jogin Tamayo,Jet
Tabeuna, Alma Ganaden, and Susan Dimayuga,
as board of directors’ members.

On June 30, 2023, FMAACI will spearhead a
Multi-Cultural Gathering for Peace, Healing
and Reconciliation with the Philippine Heritage
Council of Manitoba, Indigenous groups, and
different cultural ethnicities in line with the
yearly Filipino Heritage Month celebration.






